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KEY CHALLENGES IN THE STEM
JOB MARKET

- Gender Bias: Persistent stereotypes that influence hiring
and promotion

- Representation Gap: Underrepresentation, especially in
tech and engineering

- Work-Life Balance: Long hours that may impact
retention

- Glass Celling: Fewer women in top STEM positions
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CRAFTING A STRONG STEM RESUME

- Highlight Technical Skills: Showcase programming
languages, lab techniques

- Use Action Verbs: Start with verbs like 'Designed,’
'‘Analyzed’

- Quantify Achievements: Showcase impact with metrics
(e.g., 'Reduced processing time by 20%')
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RELEVANT EXPERIENCE AND
PROJECTS

- Prioritize Relevant Experience: List STEM-specific
intfernships, research

- Highlight Projects: Detail personal or collaborative
projects

- Skills Section: Include a section for software, tools,
programming languages



TAILORING YOUR RESUME
FOR EACH POSITION

- Match Keywords: Align with job description keywords for
visibility

- Customize Summary: Tailor the summary to job
requirements

- Proofread: Ensure details are accurate and error-free
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BUILDING A STEM PORTFOLIO

- Purpose of a Portfolio: Showcase practical experience
through samples

- Types of Work: Coding projects, research papers, lab
reports, designs

- Organized Layout: Clear sections for each work type
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DIGITAL PORTFOLIOS AND GITHUB

- GitHub for Code Samples: Share repositories with
documented code

- Personal Website: Showcase work and project links
- Project Descriptions: Explain purpose, role, and results



i PORTFOLIO TIPS FOR

NON-TECHNICAL SKILLS

- Communication Skills: Include presentations or reports
- Teamwork: Group project summaries or team research

- Testimonials: Positive feedback from colleagues or
professors
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JOB SEARCH TECHNIQUES

- Targeted Job Boards: Use STEM-specific job boards
(e.g., LinkedIn Jobs)

- Set Alerts: Get timely nofifications for relevant roles

- Research Employers: Check company values, diversity
policies, career paths



NETWORKING FOR STEM
CAREERS

- LinkedIn: Connect with professionals in your field

- Industry Events: Attend conferences, workshops, and
STEM meetups

- Informational Interviews: Gain insights about roles and
companies
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LEVERAGING PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS

- Join STEM Networks: Organizations like Women in STEM,

IEEE, ACM

- Webinars and Workshops: Expand knowledge while
networking

- Mentorship Programs: Find mentorship opportunities in
associations



PREPARING FOR STEM INTERVIEWS

- Company Research: Understand products, services,
culture

- Role Requirements: Discuss how skills match job duties

- STAR Method: Use STAR (Situation, Task, Action, Result)
to frame responses
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TECHNICAL INTERVIEW
PREPARATION

- Review Core Concepts: Refresh knowledge on key
principles

- Practice Coding or Problem-Solving: Use LeetCode,
HackerRank

- Mock Interviews: Practice with peers or mock interview
platforms



BEHAVIORAL INTERVIEW TIPS

- Demonstrate Soft Skills;: Communication, tfeamwork,
adaptability

- Prepare for Common Questions: Describe a feam
project, managing challenges

- Show Enthusiasm: Express passion for STEM and the role
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SETTING UP MOCK INTERVIEWS

- Role Assignment: One as interviewer, another as
candidate

- Question Categories: Both technical and behavioral

- Feedback Process: Peers provide constructive
feedback
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MOCK INTERVIEW REFLECTION

- Reflect on Performance: Identify areas for improvement
- Key Takeaways: Improve clarity, confidence, alignment
- Practice Regularly: Builds confidence for real interviews
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CONCLUSION: NAVIGATING
YOUR PATH IN STEM

- Recap strategies: Resumes, portfolios, networking,
interview prep

- Encourage persistence: Every experience is a learning
opportunity
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

- Job Search Sites: Linkedln, Women Who Code, Science
Careers

- Resume Builders: Tools like Canva, Zety

- Interview Prep: LeetCode for coding, Big Interview for
behavioral
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