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WHY NETWORKING
MATTERS IN STEM

- Opens doors to job opportunities, mentorship, and
collaborations

- Essential for staying current in a rapidly evolving field

- Builds a support network for advice, feedback, and
encouragement



I STATISTICS ON

NETWORKING BENEFITS

- Professionals with strong networks more likely to
advance

- Networking can increase job satisfaction and
confidence



GETTING STARTED WITH
NETWORKING

- Start with colleagues, former classmates, professors

- Set networking goals: building relationships, finding
mentors

- Practice elevator pitch: concise summary of who you
are and goals



ONLINE NETWORKING
STRATEGIES

- Use LinkedIn to connect with professionals and join
relevant groups

- Engage by sharing posts, commenting, showcasing
projects

- Attend virtfual events and webinars to meet global
professionals
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OFFLINE NETWORKING TIPS

- Attend STEM-specific conferences, workshops, meetups
- Practice active listening, show genuine interest in others

- Follow up with a personalized message to keep
connections active



BALANCING ONLINE AND
OFFLINE NETWORKING

- Combine strategies for a well-rounded network
- Use online platforms to maintain offline connections

- Develop consistency in attending events and engaging
online
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BUILDING STRONG RELATIONSHIPS

- Start with respect and professional curiosity
- Offer value by sharing insights or infroductions

- Focus on long-term connections over short-term
benefits
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MAINTAINING YOUR NETWORK

- Regularly check in with messages or invites
- Share relevant articles or updates
- Acknowledge achievements and support others’ goals
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EXPANDING BEYOND
IMMEDIATE CONNECTIONS

- Ask current contacts for infroductions
- Join industry groups and associations

- Be open to unexpected connections for new
perspectives
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INTRODUCTION TO SPEED

NETWORKING

- Goal: Practice networking by meeting many people in
a structured format

- Intfroduce yourself, share a key goal or project in 2
minutes each
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SPEED NETWORKING TIPS

AND REFLECTION

- Be concise, highlight one unique aspect

- Listen attentively, take notes
- Reflect on who you'd like to reconnect with and why



I ONLINE NETWORKING

RESOURCES

- LinkedIn Groups: STEM-focused groups for discussions
and job posts

- ResearchGate, Academia.edu: Connect with
researchers and share publications

- STEM Women Events: Virtual events for women in STEM



I STEM ASSOCIATIONS

AND CONFERENCES

- [EEE, Society of Women Engineers: Events, career
support, mentorship

- Local Meetups, STEM Expos: Regional events and expos
for local connections

- International STEM Conferences: Learning and global
networking opportunities



THE LONG-TERM IMPACT
OF NETWORKING

- Networking builds a lifelong support system

- Provides a resource pool for knowledge, advice, and
encouragement

- Collaboration in STEM is often driven by strong
relationships
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NETWORKING SUCCESS

STORIES

- Share an example of a professional who advanced due
to networking

- How relationships helped with collaborations or job
offers

- Importance of persistence and follow-through



I NETWORKING DO'S AND

DON'TS

- Do: Be genuine, listen actively, offer value

- Don't: Focus only on benefits to you, avoid oversharing
- Keep interactions professional, follow up



CULTIVATING A SUPPORTIVE
PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY

- Engage in mutual learning by sharing experiences

- Seek mentorship opportunities and offer guidance to
others

- A supportive network is reciprocal; contribute as much
as you receive



OVERCOMING
NETWORKING CHALLENGES

- Tips for introverts: Prepare in advance, fake breaks if
needed

- Managing time at events: Set a goal for the number of
connections

- Follow-ups: Use reminders to stay in fouch with key
contacts



i EVALUATING YOUR

NETWORKING PROGRESS

- Reflect on recent connections and their impact on
goals

- Assess areas to improve, like engagement frequency
- Set goals to expand or deepen your network this year



i FINAL REFLECTION ON

NETWORKING GROWTH

- Reflect on networking's impact on career or personal
growth

- Set an intention o meet one new person each month
- Be proactive and authentic in all networking efforts
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CLOSING THOUGHTS ON
PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS

- A professional network is a lifelong resource that grows
with investment

- Networking goes beyond career gain; it builds @
community of support

- Start or strengthen your networking journey and
leverage connections meaningfully
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